
THE CAPITOL CITY 
GHOST HUNTER

Having grown up in Big Bend, Wis., a 
small town on the outskirts of Mil-
waukee, Huberty found a passion 
for paranormal legends early in life 
through “legend tripping”, or the ex-
ploring of a place that holds an urban 
legend or piece of folklore.  Exploring 
abandoned buildings in the night with 
friends, sharing ghost stories and play-
ing with Ouija boards were memorable 
parts of Huberty’s high school experi-
ence.  These hobbies kindled a passion 
for the weird, haunted, and super-
natural folklore that he feels creates a 
deeper connection between people and 
a place.
 
“You realize there are stories, there are 
interesting things, and there’s history. 
It makes you feel much more connect-
ed to a place if you can appreciate the 
history and the folklore and the fun 
parts of it,” said Huberty on his early 
interest in the paranormal. 
 
Among those places that defined Hu-
berty’s hometown and childhood was 
an abandoned hotel where a developer 
killed himself before it could be com-
pleted, an allegedly haunted restaurant 
at which Huberty worked and a hunt-
ing marshland where the body of a 
murdered boy was taken years before.

Huberty’s exploration of Madison’s 
supernatural history began when he 
was a student at the UW in the late 
90s. As a freshman, he and his dorm 
mates would gather in the den of 
Sellery A that autumn to, when they 
weren’t watching MTV, light candles 
and play with an Ouija board. Eventu-
ally this led Huberty to venturing out 
of the Sellery den to explore Madison’s 
underground tunnels in the night 
along with other sights strange legends 
associated with them. 

“I think being surrounded by so many 
people who had experiences happen to 
them made me realize that somebody 
should be collecting a lot of this stuff,” 
Huberty spoke on how his super-
natural hobbies and early memories 
impacted him. “Somebody should be 
putting it together because these are 
experiences that are very real to these 
people, and they’re interesting and 
they’re fun.” 

Huberty channeled his passion for the 
collecting of paranormal stories, folk-
lore, and legends into a business that 
adds to the unique eccentricities that 
define Madison. After graduating in 
1999, Huberty stuck around Madison 
and began Madison Ghost Walks, a 
local tourism business that takes those
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“You realize there 
are stories, there 
are interesting 
things, and there’s 
history.”

interested in Madison’s eerie history 
on a walk around the capitol square, 
sharing with visitors’ ghost stories 
and urban folklore associated with the 
historically haunted places in
the area.

“Paranormal stuff is something I’ve re-
ally found fascinating because it’s a lot 
of fun, I think it’s also fun to feel a con-
nection with your community,” said 
Huberty describing the importance of 
haunted folklore. “After five years of 
being part of this activity that we do 
for people, I feel a lot more connected 
to the city.”

He calls himself a ghost hunter, but Mike 
Huberty is really more of a passionate collector 
of supernatural legends, stories, and myths that 
add a unique thread of history to the collective 
story of our beloved capitol city. 
By Molly Hanson


